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The council’s charter
(1)

A council has the following charter: 

•  to provide directly or on behalf of other levels of government, after due consultation, adequate, equitable and appropriate services and facilities for the community and to ensure that those services and facilities are managed efficiently and effectively

•  to exercise community leadership

•  to exercise its functions in a manner that is consistent with and actively promotes the principles of multiculturalism

•  to promote and to provide and plan for the needs of children

•  to properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the environment of the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent with and promotes the principles of ecologically sustainable development

•  to have regard to the long term and cumulative effects of its decisions

•  to bear in mind that it is the custodian and trustee of public assets and to effectively account for and manage the assets for which it is responsible

•  to facilitate the involvement of councillors, members of the public, users of facilities and services and council staff in the development, improvement and co-ordination of local government

•  to raise funds for local purposes by the fair imposition of rates, charges and fees, by income earned from investments and, when appropriate, by borrowings and grants

•  to keep the local community and the State government (and through it, the wider community) informed about its activities

•  to ensure that, in the exercise of its regulatory functions, it acts consistently and without bias, particularly where an activity of the council is affected

•  to be a responsible employer.

(2)

A council, in the exercise of its functions, must pursue its charter but nothing in the charter or this section gives rise to, or can be taken into account in, any civil cause of action.

Chapter 4 How can the community influence what a council does?
Introduction. Under this Chapter, meetings of the council and its committees are required, as a general rule, to be open to the public. 

The Chapter provides for public access to information held by councils.

Apart from the provisions of this Chapter, members of the public may influence council decisions concerning matters such as the levels of rates and charges, the terms of management plans, the granting of development consents, etc (which are dealt with in later Chapters) by making submissions, including comments on or objections to proposals relating to those matters.

The Chapter also enables the council to ascertain the views of the local community on various matters through 2 types of polls which may be conducted in the area. A summary of these polls is contained in Part 3 of this Chapter.
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Chapter 6 What are the service functions of councils?
Introduction. This Chapter confers on councils their service or non-regulatory functions. Examples of these functions include the provision, management or operation of: 

•  community services and facilities

•  public health services and facilities

•  cultural, educational and information services and facilities

•  sporting, recreational and entertainment services and facilities

•  environment conservation, protection and improvement services and facilities

•  waste removal, treatment and disposal services and facilities

•  pest eradication and control services and facilities

•  public transport services and facilities

•  energy production, supply and conservation

•  water, sewerage and drainage works and facilities

•  storm water drainage and flood prevention, protection and mitigation services and facilities

•  fire prevention, protection and mitigation services and facilities

•  land and property development

•  housing

•  industry development and assistance

•  tourism development and assistance.

This list of examples is not exhaustive.

These functions are conferred in broad terms in Part 1. Particular provisions are made for the management of public land in Part 2. Part 3 imposes some restraints and qualifications on the exercise of the service functions.

A council may have other service functions under other Acts. For example, a council has functions relating to the provision and management of roads under the Roads Act 1993.

Part 1 General
24
Provision of goods, services and facilities and carrying out of activities
A council may provide goods, services and facilities, and carry out activities, appropriate to the current and future needs within its local community and of the wider public, subject to this Act, the regulations and any other law.
